TOWN OF DERBY
BOARD OF CIVIL AUTHORITY

TAX APPEAL MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 23, 2016

Members Present:  Louise Gosselin, Shirley Fournier, Elizabeth Bumps, W Perry Hunt, Brian Smith, Frank Davis, Al Loukes, Grant Spates, Chair - Karen Jenne, Clerk – Faye Morin
LISTERS PRESENT:  Tom Roberts, Sue Best, and Stephen Cross

CALLED TO ORDER:  Chair, Karen Jenne called the meeting to order at 5:42 P.M.
MINUTES:

Frank made a motion to approve the minutes from the July 25, 2016 Tax Appeal, Board of Civil Authority, and Tax Abatement meeting as printed.  Motion was seconded by Louise Gosselin, Elizabeth Bumps suggested some corrections. Frank amended his motion to approve the minutes with the corrections and seconded by Elizabeth. Motion carried.
Karen went over the procedural process for the Inspection Committee meeting and asked if all BCA members had read over the Inspection Committee Letter or was present for last meeting to be able to vote. Appellants can appeal the results by requesting an appeal to Property Value and Review or to the courts along with the fees.
       LEWIS APPEAL:

Al Loukes read the following report on the Lawrence & Shauna Lewis property, Parcel # TRD4102812-T, 575 Pine Hill Rd appeal:

As required by 32 VSA, §4404 (c), an inspection of the above-mentioned property was held on August 2nd, 2016.  The Inspection Committee was made up of Al Loukes, Louise Gosselin and Shirley Fournier.

The property consists of a house, garage, and 10.17 acres at 575 Pine Hill Rd.

The appellant states that the $223,000.00 isn’t a fair value and feels that $205,000.00 is a fair assessment for both the Town and for them. This piece of property has very steep banks with wet lands at the bases, there is a spring located on the property which is in very good condition, and there is more stable land on this parcel. Karen Jenne asked if there was any discussion. Elizabeth asked if there was any percentage taken off for the steep bank and Sue said there have been many percentages taken off. Photos were taken by the inspection committee.
The Inspection committee feels that with accordance with the Listers outcome that they recommend no change to the parcel. It is the recommendation of the Inspection Committee that the property value be kept at $223,000.00. 

Karen Jenne asked for a motion, Brian Smith made a motion to accept the Inspection Committee Report and keep the assessment at $223,000.00.  Motion was seconded by Perry Hunt. Motion carried.

HOLLANDER APPEAL:
Frank Davis gave his Inspection Committee Report on the James Hollander property, Parcel # LYBCH003E2-T, 166 Orrwood Dr appeal:

As required by 32 VSA, 4404(c), an inspection of the above mentioned property was held on August 2nd, 2016. The inspection committee was made up of Frank Davis, Karen Jenne, Al Loukes, and Brian Smith.
The property consists of a House and 3.64 acres of land at 166 Orrwood Drive.
The request for appeal is based on Mr. Hollander saying that the seller’s asking price was originally $425,000.00 and the property couldn’t be sold for that so Mr. Hollander made an offer for $382,000.00 which was accepted. He feels clearly that Derby’s Fair Market Value is excessive in view of the best possible evidence, and he asked that the valuation be adjusted to $382,000.00. Karen Jenne asked if there was any discussion. Al Loukes asked why it was stated that it was in tear down situation, he feels it is a pretty good building. Frank stated it says a probably tear down state and building grade changed from poor to fair. Brian Smith said it’s an odd building but that doesn’t make it any less valuable, he also wanted to know how they came up with the percentage for the shoreline and Sue Best said 10% for Access and 10% for Ledge. Karen Jenne asked about the Black Rock for nuisance but there is a 10% deduction for Access so that is already included in that percentage. Al Loukes has other concerns is the wooded land obstructing the view and if the Listers would take that into consideration in the value. Sue Best said only on a Town wide appraisal. Frank Davis said according to the law you can’t cut down trees as it’s the Shoreline Law and the law is not responsible for reduction in rate as there is several things that can happen in the value of the dollar.
The Inspection Committee feels that the Listers have made adjustments recently, in the amount of $91,700.00, in favor of the appellant and they concur that this is adequate, and satisfies the spirit of the appeal. No further reduction is due, as we perceive the issue. It is the recommendation of the Inspection Committee that the property value be kept at $491,000.00.
Karen Jenne asked for a motion, Perry moved to accept the Inspection Committee Report as is and keep the assessment at $491,000.00. Motion was seconded by Shirley Fournier.  Motion carried. 
 Karen Jenne thanked the committee for their work and asked if there was any other business to discuss, none. 
Brian Smith made a motion to adjourn at 6:05 p.m. seconded by Louise Gosselin.
Submitted by:
Faye Morin
BCA Clerk
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